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*
Wormditt.   At 6 a.m. he issued from the forest at Albrechts-

dorf towards Lomitten, driving in the French outposts.
The bridge here was covered by a work, as at Spanden,
except that the advanced work consisted of redoubts at
either extremity of a breastwork, another work thrown
forward on the high ground on the right bank, and another
on the corresponding ground of the left bank. On the
left front of the bridge, the wood had been fortified by
abattis.

One battalion of the 57th was, with 4 guns, in the bridge-
head and works; the other held the wood on the left. A
battalion of the 24th light infantry was in the wood on the
Liebstadt road, on the left bank. The other watched the
river from Sporthenen to Alken. The remainder of Carra
St. Cyr's division was on the plateau in front of Liebstadt,
and from it reinforcements of 3 battalions, and 2 guns, were
sent, as soon as the artillery duel began.

The battle was opened, at 8 a.m.,* by the Eussians
advancing against the abattis and the works in 3 columns,
whilst part of the cavalry forded the river near Sporthenen,
and a detachment of infantry with artillery threatened a
passage lower down, towards Alken.

In the wood, and before the works, a long and sanguinary
fight ensued. The abattis, carried at the first onslaught, was
recaptured from the Eussians by French reinforcements.
Against the enemy who had passed at Sporthenen, the 24th
light infantry charged with the bayonet, driving them again
to the right bank, and burning the bridge which they had
partially constructed.

Meanwhile the abattis had once more fallen before the
Eussian attack, and the victors were about to force the
passage at Lomitten when the reinforcements sent by St. Cyr
came up. The 2nd battalion of the 57th once more cleared
the wood, and for four hours maintained itself behind the
abattis. At the same time, a battalion of the 46th, and one of

* See p. 272, note.